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I'oZlome are tc.w? 0]’ kﬂJ cloczcazzﬂ;z,is (LC(U/JZ))CLILI/LHJ the
Penicuon s study of the Vielnam war, covering the opening of
the sustained bombing cwmpaign against North Vietnam in {he’
fnst half of 1960 Eucept where ex cc:pimJ is indicated, the

“documents are  printed ver batim, wzth o1l J wnmistalable iypo-

J? aphwal c? 1o1's COTY coted

L@m ﬁ.mmf
Q/qui tment o

w Fesvc‘ “"3.1’10' |
ﬁ roops by U.S,

Peasonal letter from Walt w. Rostow, chcmman of the Staic D')pfutmcnts_
Pohcy Plannmn Council, to Secretary McNamaza, Nov 16, 1964 “‘ulztcuy Dis-

poszuons and Political .Szanals » :
t

Pollowm" on our conversation of hsi
mght I am concerned that too much
thought is bemg given to the actual
damdg'c we do in the North, not enough
thought to the signal.we w1<h to send.

The signal consists of three paris:

a) damage to the North is now to be
inflicted because they are wolau-w the
1954 aud 1962 accords;

b) we are ready and 2ble to go much
furthm than our initial act of damege;

¢) we arce ready and able to mect any

level of escalation they might mount in -

sresponse, if they. are so minded,

Four points follow. ' -,

1.-T am_convinced that we should not
- go forward into the next stage without
a Us ground force commitment of some
kmd
"a. The withdrawal of those glound
forces could be a critically important
“part of our diplomatic bargaining posi-
tion. Ground forces can sit during a con-
ference more eastly thar we can main-
“tain a series of mounting au and naval
_pressures,

b. We must make cicar that counter

-escalation’ by the Communists will run

directly into US strength on the ground;

* and, therefore the possxblhty of radically

ly extendmg their position on the ground
at the cost of air and naval damage
-alone, is ruled out.

¢. There is a marginal possibility that
in attacking the airficld they were think.
ing two moves ahead; namely, they
mxght be planning a pre-emptive ground

force response to an expected US retali-

ation for the Bien Hoa attack,

2. ‘'The first critical military action
against North Vietnam should be de-
signed merely to install the principle
that they will, from the present forward,
be vulncmblﬂ to regaliatory attacir
notth for conanAm (tEQ
1954 and 1962 Accords. In dther words,
we would signal a shift from the prin.

Hrirmta tivvemAlyvea el

i tlvAa Tramle e Oyl A

- -
sponse. This means that the initial use
of force in the nortl should be as lim-
ited and as unsanguinary as possible. 1t
‘is the installation of the 1).mc1ple that
we are initially mtcxcstod m not it
for tat.. -

3. ]ut our f01cc dispositions to ac-'

company an initial retaliatory move
‘against the north should send three
further signals lucidly: '

© a. that we are pulting in place a’

-capacity subsequently to step up direct
- and naval pressure on the north, if that
: bhOUld be rcquncd

" b, that we mc preparcd to face dov n
any form' of escalation North Vietnam
.mlg,ht mount on the ground; and

€. that we are putting forces mto
place to exact retaliation directly against
Communist China, if Peiping should join
" in-an escalatory response from Hanol,
The latter could take the form of in-
creased aircraft on Formosa plus, per-
haps, a carrier force sitting-off China
-distingnished from the force in the
South China Sea. L
" 4, The launching of this track, almost
certainly, will require the President to
explain to our own people and to the
world our intentions and objectives, This
" will also be perhaps the most persuasive
form of communication with Mo and
Mao. In addition, I am inclined to think
- the most direct communication we can
mount (perhaps via Vientiane and War-
saw) is desirable, as opposed to the use
of cut-outs. They should feel they now
confront an LBJ who has made up his
mind. Contrary to an anxicty cxpressed
at an earlicr stage, 1 believe it quite
possible to communicate the limits as
well as the scriousness of our intentions
wntnout raising auious]y the fear in
noi that
Refease,

Delta, in China, or scck any other ob-

jective than the re-installation of the

10748 aned 1009 Acrrmtric
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- Ileave
CIADP and
n early I
on Svulhg
therefore,
observatig

minds as Cp, wo we cuu ciounu vl
Iapprecnatlon of the vxcv\ in Hanoi and
Peiping of the Southeast Asia problem.
I agrce almost completely with SNIE
10-3-64 of October 9. IIerc are the criti-
cal passages:

“While they will seek Lo e\p'oxt and
encourage the deteriorating situation in
Saigon, thny pr obably will avoid actions
.that would in their view unduly in-
crease the chances of a major US re-
sponse against Norlh Vielram (DRY) or
Communist China. We are almost cer-
tain that both Hanoi and Pupm are
anxious not to become involved in the
kind of war in which the great wexght
of superior US weaponry could be
brought against them. Even if Hanoi and
Peiping estimated that the US would not
,use nuclear weapons against them, they
could nat be sure of this. .

“In the face. of new US pleosm es
‘against the DRV,. further actions by
,_Hémoi and Pciping would be based to a
*considerable extent on their estimate of
US intentions, i.e.,, whether the US was
_actually determined to increase its pres-

sures as necessary. Their estimates on.

this point are probably unccrtain, but
we believe that fear of provoking severe
‘measurcs by the US would lead them to
temper their rcsponses with a good deal
of caution.

“If cu,spxtc Commumst efforts, the US
attacks continued, Hanoi's leadms would
have to ask themselves whether it was
not better, Lo suspend theiv support of
Viet ConU military action rather than
suffer thc destruction of “theiv major
mxlmxy facilitics and the industrial scc-

Bodls °""§ﬂA~ﬁbP$|ﬁ RECURL DT r g % ,

their favor in South Vietnam, t} ey mlf’ht
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- Following are texts of key docwments from the Pentagon’

listory of the Vietnam war, covering events of August, 1964,
to February, 1965, the period in which the bombing of North
Vietnam was planned. livcept where excerpting is specified, the
documents are printed verbatim, with only wwmistakable {ypo-
graphical errors correted, T RN
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~On Search and

 Cablegram ) from Secrelary of Stdte Dean Rusk to the United States
,Embassy in Vientiane, Laos, Aug. 26,1964, A copy of this message, was sent-

1

ito the Commander in Chief, Pacific.

{ We agree with your assessment of
, Importance SAR operations that Air

Ameriea pilots can play critically im- .

. portant role, and SAR efforis should not
* discriminate between rescuing Ameri-
; cans, "Thais and Lao, You are also here-
sby granted as requested discretionary
vauthority 1o use AA pilots in T-28%
Jfor SAR oporations’ when you consider
‘this Indispensable rpt indispensable to
“success of operation and with under-
standing that you will seck advance
Washington authorization wherever sit-
‘uation permits. _— .
- At same time, we helieve time has
come to review scope and control ar-
rangements for T-28 operations extend-
Jng into fulure. Such a review is especi-

ally indicated view fact that these op- |

‘erations more or less automatically im-
pose demands for use of US personnel
dn SAR operations. Morcover, increased
"AA capability clearly mocans possibilities
of -loss somewhat incrcased, and each
loss with accompanying SAR operations
involves chance of escalation from one

aclion to another in ways that may not
.”,-. . N B (}" ' e.,;)-r‘.u .. . .. '- L -"~°r,. Lo - -"“:;-‘ﬂ-‘ﬂ .ﬂ . e ‘
Rusk Query to V tentiane Himbassy
N . .2 °,. _, (s 4 :
On Desirability of Laos Ceas

. Cablegram )"roni
n Laos, Aug. 7, 1964,
the American missions

Mission at the Uniled Nations,

‘ 1. As pointed ‘out in your 219, our
ebjective in Laos is to stabilize the situa-

Rusk Cable to Bmbassy in Laog

Rescue Flights

&

Sl

be desirable in wider picture. On other
side, we naturally recognize T-28 opera-
tions are vital both for {heir-military
and psychological effects in Laos aud as
negotiating  card.  in support  of
Souvanna’s position. Request your view
whether balance of above factors would
call for some reduction in scale of op-
erations and-or dropping of some of
better-defended targets. (Possible exten-
sion 1-28 operations to Panhandle would
be separate issus and will be covered
by septel) ‘ " . E

2+ On central problem our understand-
ing is that Thai pilots fly missions
strictly controlled by your Air Com-

‘mand Center with [word illegible] in ..
. effective control, but that this not true

of Lao pilots, We have impression latter

- not really under any kind of firm con-
trol. )
Request your evaluation and recom-
mendations as to future scope T-28 op-
“erations - and  your comments as
to whether our impressions present con-
trol structure correct and whether steps
could be taken to tighten this,

W

W i,
e 3T

T

&

o beor

‘

Secretary of State Rush to the Usiied States Embassy
Qop;cs C}vere also sent, with a request for comment, 1o
in London, Paris, Saigon, Banghoh
ne . \ 2 ngrkok
Moscow, Prompenh and Hong Kong, and to the :

that recent RLG successes and reported
low PL norale may lead to some escala-

~ 5 fact hough

1o Butler (
~ Souvanna a

0 division, 1

ok, Otiawa, New Delhi, .
Pascific command and thé

Lion again, if possible within framework tion from Commmist side, whiqh we do
(_{f the 1962 Geneva setilement. Fssen. | DOt now .w15h to have to deal with.
l.“:.x. to Stﬂ.}).ilizgili.on would be establish- 2 Until now, Souva'n'ntl’s.anr.l aut po-
i ity il seted For RAIRALE N E3 ORI
- Moreover, we h o g , d
T e AAVERCNE concern, from areas seized in PIJ since May 15

tion to 14-n

curred to So
1s also touc

PDY syithdr
evitably ins
gains, and
" arrangenien
* present fa

‘were to be
best be don
i_t might be used py souvanna us DRIZuiL-
Ing counter In obtaining satisfaction on
his other condition that he attend con-
jfcrengc as head of Laotian Government,
Remaining condition would be cease-
fire. While under present conditions
cease-fire might not be of net advantage

to Souvanna~—we are thinking primarily
of T-2& operations—-Puthet Lao would
no doubt insist on it. If so, Souvanna
could press for effective ICC policing of
cease-fire, Latter could be of importance
in upcoming period. T o -
3. Above is written” wilth thought in
wnind that Polish proposals [one word il-
legible] effectively collapsed and that’
“pressures continue for Geneva [word il-
legible] conference and will no doubt
be intensified by current crisis brought'
on by DRV naval attacks. Conference on
Laos might be useful safety valve for
these generalized pressufes while at
same time providing some deterrent to
escalation of hostilities on that part of
the “front.” We would insist that con-.
- ference be limited to Laos and believe .
that it could in fact be so limited, if.
‘hecessary by bur withdrawing from the
conference room if any other subject
.brought up, as we did in 1961-62. Side-
adiscussions on other topics could not be
avoided but we sce no ‘great difficulty
with- this; venue for informal corridor
discussion with PL, DRV, and Chicoms
could be valuable at this juncture,
4.. In censidering this course of action,
ckey initial question is of course whether

- Souvanna himself ’1,s prepared to drop

his witkdrawal precondition and wheth-
o, if he did, he could maintain himself
In power in Vientiane. We gather that

o answer to first question is probably yes

“but we are much more dubious about

|4-RDP80-01601R000300170027-5
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- following ave the tewis-of Lo
the Pentogon’s study Y of the Vietn
Dacember, 1963, through ths Tonkin
: ' 1964, an z' i ij Lerima 7 Bace
‘the decuments are printed Verbail;
thOJ rapht z'c'cle*fro' sconect ed,
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Meraorandum, "Vz’*:"ﬁa;-n Situation,” fi oni Scueuvr/ of Defense Roh,rt 5.
, McNaraara to President Lyndon B, Johns son, Dze. 21, 1903 . /
T}

In accor*, ice wilh your request this (and also by Jehn IcCone), 'md 1 do Pof' LA
morning, this is a sunnuary of my con- think he 13 ol 1bc1ovr1y rejecting our  Ina
it {0 Vietnam on advice; he has just operated as a loner

clusions after my visit 1
December 19-20, ' - all his life and cannot rendi]y change
1. Swnmsry, The situation I very NOVA '
dicturbing, (J{;I,C,\'- trends, unless re-  Lodge’s x.«uly'(.'l.ulr"ﬂ\-'.l.bd depu-‘,y, Sttuat]

e nv id Ne 05, Was with us end scems g - Oress
ly m" 2y competent team p.nyﬁ' T hove NOF seeny [T wEaass i SULDLLs

1t months, General Bark-
I8¢ argas may e made
re by the Littey half of

e
wr&ed in the next 2-3 Tz'u.u}. 3, wil
to neutralizati >

arm

to a Commuoist-controlled state, ; tated ihe situation frankly to him and \It!\enix;l‘]h;;‘

}10 has said he vrould o all ha could 10
cmsutute what would in cffcot he an
exceutive committes oparating vlo’v the
_lcvcl of the Ambassador, .- . C
As to the grave repoiting "fec.hx)*ss,/'8”031‘1»"0'\t 't

72 [}

- 2. The now governvuent is me gaontc:,t

{ “source of concern, It is ind:

- duifting, Although Miuh st
rather than the Cunmntf.ec of Gensrals,

e u\
3

secmy southorn plclues, an
1¢ {end of Viet Cong zuce

10 ! - A . " :

]?NH I;gﬁu‘;ic}bg‘lml’:h;f’/ i(:t cf'ef‘tlj:i both Defense and CLA must take mojor™  €es3 iy b A I“"{ vided Ly tho nofsﬂ;lo ‘ .

© he ner the Committes nre e*cp:z: encgd SEDS 1o dmprove this. Johi MeCone and ‘éige']}l;c“ -.01 Lx}\' goI erinent 0.}: l} -
in political adminisirs tion and £o far Y have discussed 1t and aro soting vigor- total thica million. paae. s Jhich
o “_' ¢ ';4,‘ o .ous]y in our fcprCLl\\, spheres, - - otal thres milll He byt )“lb aid control
th y sl.v. htU mc 1L for mme is no ‘key arcas along tha' smbodisn horder,

- 3 ror7 o
pe or 4. Viet Cong pregress has been grea < Tia

conduct uw tratnm‘c ]’llﬂn“t pi O avan; (‘l:ll’T:’ the pf‘rwd <11nu. the COUIZ, Vtv'ltﬂ sort of agree m“nt, and tha Cao Dai arn
the Province Chiefs, most of whom ate 1y best guess f..nr t”‘.‘t the situation xpected to do so at the end of this
new and faex serianced, aie. receiving has ia fACt bien deteriorating in the - month, However, it i3 not clecy tnat
little or no divaction bzeauss the £01 cou“’uysLe since July to o f“r {,rmw} their influence will be wors th a1 ne

erals ave so precegupled with essentially extent than v realized because °‘V° Y tralizad by these agroements, or that
political affaivs, A specific e}cample cf undue depe qu:er.co on ‘,“5 forted Vie they will in fact really pitch in.on the
thn present situation | namese reporting The Viet Cong nosr government’s side.

‘[nama itlezible] is spendin ile or no control very m'“h proro;.lons of the
time commanding NI Coi which is in people In certain key provinces, bar-
the vital zone around Sa n and neads txcululy those directly south and west

i
Tull-time divection, I nale the sc points of Uf”u“ﬂ- The Strategic Hamlot Bogram

Hea Hao have alrcady made some
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5, Ixm'h'*t’en of men and equ! pmun
from Morth Vietnam conthues using
(a) Tmld corridors. mrou'/h Lagg nnd
Cambodis; (b) the Ifekong River water-

as strongly as IJOQDW!G _ Minh, Don, Was serio DZZI ?IY VCI‘-"“‘EC(‘)MJ }1111 tg?f;‘: ways from Catnbodia; (c) some possivle
g ~Now i S
Kira, - and “Tho. : wa‘“‘“"” ! e as enity from the sea and the tip of the

able to desiroy many hs wlots s, swhile
others hava been abanuoum or m snme,
cases botrayed or pillaged by the govern-
ment's own Sel? Defm.,o Carps, ln thesa

Delta, Tha best gucss s that 1000-1500
Viet Caong Cu"lix.a red South. Viet-
nam froi Laos in the first nins months

3, ‘tho Comutry Tesm I5 the second
taajer weakness. It lac S)]C'Tdolshll\ has
“been "o-un}, aformad, and iz nok worke-

i

- ing to a common pI’n. A recent example ot 1543, me I..c “017 route (and a!s
. " T 3 e I]q 'l AT 4aY (\uq
of confusion s boen conflictlog USOM Key provinces, the Viet Cong have the possiile sen eniry) is arently

and military recommondations beth o Stroved au”o.'..t all nf.ﬂ-]?L onds, and z rc‘
"'."t‘w Government of Vietaam and to collecting ti";‘es,f‘t vil o must oo
"Washington oa the size of the milita 1] L AS yemedial j_‘ ui;"" ;;‘:f,’““‘f’l" Se
' budget,” Abave all, Lodge hos vittualy the government {o re o mﬁ“”n 1,°{”‘““"“;,{
" no official contact with Harkins, Lodge fr,mf‘r‘;" S%t;l‘cisux)ﬁ C@ hn‘}l:;:l}s [(,‘OL h]'efi
seils In xeports with major military o nead 26 hras w]"q;/ fnotensos
- dmplications. wxn“m‘t shiswi 5 them to ] L'n arrtioig and USOM siafte to Viewed in Salzon various plans. pro
& Horkius, and does mot show Harking f: ‘f'mthat Hﬁ {i‘}’; us ,;‘ rv“ll'uh L’, de-  Viding for cross-border operations mto
Jmportsnt incoming teaffic. My impres- S ondent U.S, appraisal of ths m’, us of 208 On the scale pronoged, I am
“ston is that Ledge smmy ! 085, not know P ,SS‘,“ P ie. realistio “,',I ey AI quite clear that thase would net he
how 1o conduct & roars r admints. cpzrations, Thirdly, realistic pac

- sared. alloes politically acceptably or oves .
e s s Kby ﬁg;kéii'e’éé‘e‘iﬂo‘b11iééé s GIA Psﬁgqném“R&)d 3064 266&%3

o Jl:?n bOCh by ﬁpfgy Eover; Ol ""-'§ ﬁﬂd 1._’ U-2 mapring p( :U]n . ’I(;*.) ] '(Ou
—— TGN TG TS,

~used for Lcawcr Weapons and ammu-
nitfon and raw maierials which have
bean ‘turning up In inrreasing mumbers
in the uoatq aud of ‘mlm wa have
capturcd a few shipments, :

To eounter thig I tiration, we rg-
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By FELIX EELAIR Jr

Spaclal to hit' New York Tinty
WASHINGION, June

States intelligence

4

(St

21 opium refineries in the bor-
der area of Burma, Laosg, and
Jhailand that provide a con-
‘stant flow of heroin 1o Ameri-
can froops in South Vietnam.
Operated and protected dn
Burma and Thailand by insur-
gent armies and their lectlers
and in Laos by clements of the

roval Jaotlan armed forces, the -

refining and Jdistributing have
grown until white heroin rated
96 per cent pure is turning up
« Yacitic coast cities of the
wited  States as. well as in
algon, '

The

{
i
Burma-Laos;Thailand
border area, known as  the
“Golden  Triangle,” mnormally
accounts for about 700 tons of
opium ennually, or about half
the world’'s illicit production.
Burme is the largest producer
in the region, accounting for
about 400 tons,

But a récent analysis by the
Central  Intclligence  Agency
suggests that production is ex-

panding in the area, and there:

are indications that this year’s
output may reach 1,000 tons.
. More High-Grade MHeroln
Lol

Wi CLA, analysis made
¢ .uomajolt points aboul re-
cent trends in the jllicit nar-
notics business in Southcast

- 7
iy B
C{ (N

yi
and

"
.

For Release 2001/§3704 -
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This growth has heew aided,{
according 1o one Congressional
authority, by {he lack—uantil re-
cently--of & firm United States
policy on heroin in Southeast
Asia. The United Stoates-—which
hn‘ovidcs billiong of dollars "in
fmilitary and cconomic foreign
laid 1o Laos, Thailand and Cam-|
hodia—-has directed dts clforts
intercepting the traffic at "thz
lSnigon end of the line ratner
fthan to stamping out produc-

/Lunnq

Prabany

tivee Robert M. Steele, Republi
can of Conneclicut, said foday,
Mr. Steele is the principal

|

author ‘of a recent report esti-
maiing the numbers of heroin
addicts among American serv-
icemen in South Vielpam at
25,050 1o 30,000.

“Vielnam unguestionably
proves that {the availability of
narcotics breeds uscrs,” hesaid,
“Until we dry up the sources,
we haven’t gat a prayer of com-
balting the problem.” ‘

whila much of the opium
producing and refining takes
place in arcas of Burma, Lzos
- Jand Thaidlend now controlied by
s ‘llg ong tothrestons of Op]_l”n'il]SUl'f',?lnlS, narcotics enforce-
quantitics of morphine yant officials say that a con-
hase, “one trawler'a day MOVES tinuous flow of the drugs
to the vicinity of the Chinese (hrough government-controlied
Communist-controlled Lema 15+ greas cannot be sustained with-
lands-—15 miles from Hong qu the invelvement of corrupt
Kong-—where the goods ercjofiicials,
londed into Hong Kong junks.”i The same view was ex-

¢Opium and derivatives move | pressed earlier in the week by

e

S I3

The Hew York Tirs June 6, 151
Opium products from the
sugrennaing ares, knows
as the ‘Golden Triongle,’
we sald te ba shippoed
through Banr Housi Sal

Asia: e
C ¢ Refineries In Laos  and

" Thailand that used to produce!

only refined opiuni, morphine
base” and No. 3, hcroin for
most of their opivm supplies to)
No. .4, or 96 per  cent
pure white heroin. The change
“appears to be due to the sud-
den increase in demand by a
large and relatively affluent
market in South Vietnam.”
g“Most of the narcotics buy-
ers in the {ri-border area are
ethnic Chinese who poo!l their

‘cate appearsio be involved, The

purchases, but no large syndi-

opiuns, morphine base . and
heroin purchased in this ‘arca
eventually finds its way to
Bangkolk, Vientiane and Luang
Prabang, where additional pro-
cessing may take plate before
delivery to Saigon, Hong Xong
and other international mar-
kets.” ' . !

A “considerable quantity” of
raw opium and morphine basc

from northeast Buwma and
Thailand was smuggled into

Bangkok and sent from there
(o Hong Kong in fishing trawl-

"through laos and are trans-|john E. Ingersolf, director of]

ferred from the Mckong Riverithe Burcaw of Narcotics and
‘refineries by river craft andipDangerous Drugs, in teslimony
ivehicles to Yan Houei Saitphefore the Mouse Select Com-
further. downstream  on iheinities on Crime.
iMekong jn Laos, and are trans-{ e said that middle-evel
Iported from there to luangisovernment officials and mili-
iPrabang or Vientiane. A €o-'fary e throughout Southcast
isi(l(‘,)'ﬂblcI’)Ol‘tiOﬂ of H\(‘:LHO“HH' i‘.\sia wore (leop]y involved in
‘produced  marcotics i3 sMUg-the traflic in opium, the prod-
gled into Saigon.” - iuct from which morphineg and
g“An increased demand 10r'heroin is refined.

INo. 4 heroin also appears 0.y o0 ang Yefineries Named

The analysis by the Central

be reflected in the steady rise
in the price. For example, in

Imid-April, 1971, the pricein the Intelligence Agency pinpointed|

almajor arcas of cultivation, ve-
fineries and routes used in the
traffic.

Northeast Durma wag iden-
tified a5 the lergest producer
and processor of raw opium ju

Tachilek [Burma] atea for
kilo of No. 4 heroin was re-
ported to be $1,780, as com-
pared with $1,240 in Septem-
{ber, 1870.” A kHogram 1s 2.2

unds. ] i
po(}“"l‘hc reported increasing in- the border area. The stucy said
cidence of heroin addiction;that Burina's 14 yeflineries, lo-

n in Viet-ieated in the Tachilck avea, last

among U.S. serviceme ¢ he hilek 5
nam and recent intelligence in- YCR2r conv erted 30 tons of raw

dicating that heroin traffic be-opium into refined opium, mor-
dicating )

Ahe analysis
I’ “ R - Renresenta- it}
lion at the source, ,lt.puscnta\}%ans carrying

Shan, Wa and Kokang aren is
picked by caravans that are put
together by the major insu)'gc-ntl
lcaders in these areas,’” the
CLA. study said. “The cava-
vans, which can include up to
600 horses and donkeys and
300 to 400 men, take the opium
on the scutheasterly journey 1o
the processing plants thal lie
along the Mekong River ja the
Tachilek-Mae Sai, Thailand-Lan
Houel Saj, Laos arca.” V-
sald that cat™
more then 16
metric tons Liad been reported.
A metric toa iz aboul 2,200
pounds.
7 Imporiant Refinerics

Of the 21 refineries identifed
in the three countri geven
were described in the report as
cepable of processing  raw,
opium to the heroin stege. “The
most Impaortant are located in
the arcas around Techilek,
Burma;, Ban Houel Sai and Nam
Keung in Jaos, and Mae Salong
in Thailand,” it said. :

“The hest known, if not larg-
est of these refineries is the
onc at Ban Houel Top, Laos,
near Ban Houet Sai, which is
helieved capable of processing
some 100 kilos of raw opium
per day,” the report said.

The opium and derivatives
crossing Thailand from Purma
enroute to Banghok was traced
in the paper as moving out of
siich. Northern Thai lowns as
Chiang Rae, Chiang Mai, Lanm-
pang and  Tak ‘i various

e
b,

ak  “by
modes of ground and water
transport.” .

“The opium is packed by the
growers and traded to itincrant
Chinese merchants who trans-
port it «+to major collection
poinis, particularly aroundLiv
shio and Ken Tung,” the study
said, . P e

tween Sovtheast Asia and thc!pll‘i‘l,)‘e base and heroin, L
United States may also be in- I'he oplum Uharvested  in
creasing suggest that Southeasty™ ™ 77 -

Asia is growing in importance

as a producer of heroin”

ers from Jan. 1 tApproved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000300170027-5



WE BY \'\’I"T“I'{ it ise
being increasingly said that
President Nizon is sufleving
from. a “credibility. gap.”
This silly but fashionable
phrase 15 meant to imply
“that nobody belleves the
President, because he dees
not tcll the country the
truth.

It would be Tudicrous 1o
deny that the President does
not exercise the pelitician’s
privilege or hoing moealy-
motthed about some things
that could be stated far
yoore starkly. Buf it really is’
time fo point oul that the
President has usually boen
decidedly forthright and ac-
curate about greatl matters.

Or af leest he has Deen
yather more accurate than
the people in polities, in the
media, and even within the
governnent, who go ou and
on about this “credibility
gap.”.'I'o bazin with the gov-
crnraont  itself,. some very
strange resulls have hecn
1)roduced in {hese last vemrs
by bureaueratic viv Zﬂll(‘o, hy
ideclogical slanls, and above
all, by the desire 0[ a good
many permanent officials to
follow the currently fashion-
able herd.

Abts

IN, TANGIBLE TERDMS,
these results have mainly
“faken the ferm of drossly
misleading  estimates  of
problems of very greal im-
portance. The fact- ifathu ing
apparatus is not al fault.
The preblem lics in whatis
done with the facts, once
they are gathered.

Thus from 1936 to 1969, it
was officially estimated tzmt
the Vielcony were able to
~deploy no less than 300,000
guerrillas of one sort or an-
‘other. A misuse of facts pro-
ducad this figure.

Then more facts, too
strong to ignore, cdused the
figure to implode, as it
were. In one swift shrink-
age, it was reduced fo an
outside total of 60,000 Viet-
cong guerrillas. An admitted
ervor by a factor of five is
rather considerable, one
must add,
~ Yet it is havdly move con:
siderable than the cqual
important evror thal “was -
made:  about  Cambodin's .
enormous legistical impor-
tance to Ianol—which was
only revealad by the Presi-
dent’s Cambuodian ventuve,

said

Washington. 1t

e

thcv Were errors
rem]y modish side

IF YOU TURK to the'pcli-

ticianz, you find another in-

teresting study in the Sen-
ale Fo“cmn Lelations Cor
mitice's inquiry into the
Amcrican activities in T.aos.
The inguiry produced greatl
“pevelations” of subsidized
Meco guerrillas, of Armeri-
cans oub of unifornt who aid
the Laotian pﬂopT to de-
fend {heir countiy, and of
other wicked activiiies.
There are two things {o Le
ahout these “rev f.la
tions.” Sen. Sluart Syming

ton of Missouri and of the

Toreign TRelations Comuitl-
tee has been a member of
the walchdog carmmillee of
the Central Inlelligence
Agency for a very long lime,
All the facts “revealed” by
his commiittee’s inquiry had
either been kuown to Sen
Symington, or had been very
easily accessible 1o him lang
before {the so-called ‘r-Ia-
tions” hegan,

By the same token, all t‘ne
facts of any significar
were equally well knowin to
scores  of  newspapormicly,
both iu the field and here in
may have
been desirable to place {he
facls Defore a larger public
Rut it was a perfect conspir-
acy of hypocrisy to mcwnd
that the U.S. government's
activities in Laos had been
successfully and purpo-ely.
concealed from anyonz, in-
chuding newspaperian, )

If one rmust be bluntly
honest about it, moreover,
there is another conspiracy
of hypocrisy about the ree-
ord of the media in receut
years, on cerfain very eviti-
cal occasions. It has alveady
been pointed ‘out in this
gpace that both the Tet of-
fensive and' the Prosident’s
Cambodian venture were
grossly misrepresented
when these two great events
were covering the front
pages. i

SOME OF TiHw
prits have admitted in pr rint
—but hardly on the front
paocsuthat Tet was in fact

a perfect disaster [01 Hanot,

Jinstead of the pr ocise oppos-

ite s first reported. It hos
been admitted, too, that the
Cambodian vw‘u.n o hos just *

about ended the war in the

Jower hall of South Viet-

nam. But no one has bﬂdly
admitted that, in conse-

‘5:--.._..-“\» A -

u the cur-

chief cul-

{-BOST

A

do2s not en
there, ecither, One of th
wajor news  ogencies bl
vatiier flatly predicte?d the
imminent fall of Phnoin
Penit so oflen that this re-
porter has lost count. At
least four thues, these
wlolly ¢rironeous me lictions
have again covered the front

.%,
The {ling

pages. Dut no one, so far as
is Lno"' has cvcw. DR
ured, “So m"rv'” 4

Ac to the television c\«wr-l
age of the Yaos camps il
the Dottle of the Bul
been -aimilarly cmLui by
talevision; the natural tend-
eney w ouH have heen fo ask
Adolf Hitler for the best
terms he was willing to

offer, So the question rrises,
just what is crrcudlll*' ead
who has & gop?

STATINTL
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THE JURY on Laoz 1aay

net yet be in, as the Presl
dent put It In his latest news

.confevence, But out ol the
fog of wavr tnd consorship,
some bz chunks of evidenes
arc cmarging,

The most'dramatic was the

fall of Fire Base Lolo to .
Communist troops early last

weelk, News reports from the
field suggest the South Viets
namase pulled out in consid-
erabls dizarray. Some reports
from Saigon list heavy losses
In Weashington, it is tho tJm
tha encmy was able to cap-
tuve intact most of the bi'l
guns brought in by the Soutt
V: elnames

Then iu. e Is the wmalter
. the truck traffic south alor'f

the Yo Chi Minh Trail, Inl 1\1":-
Jhews . conference of March 4,

Mz, Nixon, eiting as authority
the American commaniler,

en. Creighton Abrams, sald:
“'i‘here S bnen a 35 per cent
decrecase  in truck traflic
south . into Soulh Vistnaw,
which means that - those
trucks that do not go south
will not carry the arms and
the men that will be ]w]lll"o'
Americans.”

But it now appears that the
55 per cent figure covered
only a’ brief period of ex-
tremely bad weather, Even as
Mr. Nixon was sped ‘“mfr, the
electric sensors aud other
measuring  devices were ree
cording a rise in truck tveffic
south. The Central Intelli-
gence Agency, though it has
done several reports on the
subject; has apparently still
‘not corlified that the Laos
operation  has _eausad  any
diminulion in the flow of
Cormmunist supplies,

Chen there ds the matter of
Route 42, 2 main norih-south
traffiz ariery in the o Cul
Minh ;m’. At the outsaet of

ther Jaotian operation, & sen- -

or ofiinial  of . tha Joi“t
Chiefs of Staff, Lt Gen, Joh

Vogt, gave, congg;s:aox{ql tL,s.-

“timony

“very rough for the

‘2 i Bif aR’

{hat the operation

would enable South Vietnsin-

~ese forees to block Route G2

within a couple of waeks,
A month later only a cou-

i ple of South Vietnamese bat-

. tulious have advanced as far
-as Route 92, What iz hovdly a -
large enough force to block
off a vory heavily protectc‘d
area. . !

. Finally, there is the gen.
eral configuration of the bat-
tlo line. The South Vietnam-
eso troops started Lun opeora.
tion Inte Laos by Ld\":lcmg
slong Routs 0,

movad westward snd  then

. hooked north to Svpouz.

"But now much of the South
Vietnamesa force h?.;:; been
withdrawn south of Roula 9.
Indecd, the encmy seems {o
have opaned a powerful sall-
ent on the ofher side of what
started out te be the axis of
the South Vietnamese drive,

NO DOURBRT this evidence
is far too fraginentary to be o
base for conclusive Judg-
ments. Certainly there is no
reason lo talk of an Allied
defeat—the loss su a3 a vary
heavy toll has been taken of
Communist troops by Ameri-'

- ean and South Vielnamese

firepower. .
But it doos seem clerr that
the Communists sve not, ag’
so many In tho Peootadon
have been saying, at the end
of their strenztih. They have
put” up a strong fight, and
even taken the offensive,

The indications are that
tue lack of Communist activ-.
ity in the months before the
Laotian operation was icss a
functionn ~ of weakuess t} an
that of a deliborate decision
to lie low, The rcturns now
coming in from ILaos demon-
strate - that auny time they
want {o take casualties the
Communists can make life
South Vi-
etnamese forees,

P
-1
l-'.:

They first ™

“from D
Nixon administation is now

- give new

( A-RDP80—01 60
1971

What this 1acans s that an-

other question mark has to
be put after the policy of
Vietnamization.© IU  always
strained eredulity to halleva
that South Vielnamoese forees
could do, minng half a mil-
lion Amm;c:sn troops, what
they were unable to do with
those troops, Now that rough
Jud«mcnt baszd on past exe
parlence, Iz reluforced by
presont  exporience, It s
more than ever doubtful that

‘

‘the South Vietnaraese can Coe

fend thoraselves without sub-
stantial Araerican help,

It ‘meales. litile scnze in
these civeurnstances 1o pro-
claita the opposile. Secretery
of Defense Melvin Talid dass
a disservice to the President
when he asserts that all is

- going well in Liaos, and that

the withdvawal of Awmerican
troops {from South Viettan
can continue at a constant
level. Indeed, it iz thanls to
Just such holpful commeits
Laind that fthe -

having to wrestle with an’

" acute eredibility problem,

The rlght tactle In the pres-
ent cirenmstance Is to try to
impetus to the
nego'iationys for a political

settlement which have been

:allm red to lie dormant so

long. The key to those negotl
ationz has always bzen the
prospeet of change in the
Saizon 1c“mc. With presk
(mnml clections dus in Ssuth
Viginam tmu fall, that pros-
pect Is more alive than ever,
In other wouds, the lssus
required to stimulate {hzs ne-
gotiation is at hand, And it s
far better to negoliate out
assuring the safe withdrawa
of Alu_rl an troops and the
releas: of Amorivan prison-
ers, than to run theriskof a
military reverse that would
flush everything down the:
drain, e
& 1971, Publishera-Hall
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] 1{0 ¥ can our fntelligence fe
$0 miser c.bl\, consistently
/b'l(]" Between them, the CIA
and the iatelligence
of the three armed scrvices
have a budgel that probably

excecds the (GNP of North
Vielnam. They have agents

everywhere, extensive and so-
phisticaled lines of communi-
cations to gel inforimation back
{o headquarters, the most mod-
ern and complex compuiers lo
sift and analyze the raw male-
Hal, and the best braing in the
seouniry fo read the computer
feed-ouls and explain the big
picture. There is precious li itle
romance in the process, as in
the old days of spying, bul our
infdx'mation gathering  and

valuation tLChqu“a repre-
qcn the culmination of modern
Américan technology. We have

» ccommitted our hest tools and

our best men, “and: we have
Tmled

“ It has been so hom the be-
gmnm In 1985 the Alr Force
mfmmed the President that its
intelligence indicated that a
fow weeks of bombing in \JI th
Vietham would britig the cne-
my {o his knees. Tn 19
1087 Aviny intelligence c.cmcul~
trated on the infra-structure of
the enemy in the villages. Iso- |
late the Viet Cot ng, the formula

ran, and the rebell] ion will dry-

up. - Unfortunately  for the
Army, fov every V.C. identified
Land eliminat ed, two more
spmnfr up. During the same
perlod Alr Force mtc]ll“cn(,e
indicated that the bom hing
cainpaign  was  destroying
North  Vietnam’s  ability to
fight, while the interdiciion
~ bombing in Laos and Cambo-
dia had nade it impossibls for
the encimy to gof supplies into
South Vietnani The CIA and
“fhe sorvices used every index
they could invent—all pointed
to the collapse of the encmy.
i Whén McNamara: and Rusk

rand Johoson told us we ha I‘
turned the corner, or spoke of

light at the end of the tunn*l
they were not whistling in the
datk. They based their - ‘opti-

mistic.predictions on absolute- -

y-complete, absolutely reliahie
“information. The enemy had no

= offensive “capacity left afd

e prbved FoF'Relekis J004/0804 : CIA:RDPSO- 01601R000300170027-5
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Then caime Tel. 1t was an’

intelligence disast cr of an or-
dor of magnitude cqualed only
by Pearl Harbor (wl Muc-
Arthur’s assurance that the
Chinese would "uol conter the

Korean war cven il American.
froops marched Lo the Yalu.,

Tet was one of the fow 1“Z.JUI
widespread ground offensives
in human hxelozy to calch the

defenders complelely by sur-

prise. .

The American response was
not to rcevaluale the - tech-
nique, but to slep it up. We
sent in or bought ad(l‘:tional
agents, created beller com-

munications, added more com-

pulers, and sat up - extra
committees in Saigon ‘and the
Pcn[aﬂo’x fo CO”cltL, evory-
thing. We bullt incredible de-
to. find oul where the
encinty  was-—devices  {hat
cold, for example, take the
lemperature of an area and ¢n
that basis indicats  whethar
there were human beings gath-

ered together under tha junzle
cover.
missions all over Indochina,
taking millions of pmo grapis
with camera
the} cowld pick up [he nunbers
on an au‘r) llCCl‘\ﬂ plate from
IO,C”O feat and more.

Armed with all this mfoun a-
tion, the intelligence people
went to Nixon and said we had
. greal opporlunity at hand.
The North Vietnamese were
concentrated in a few narrow
areas of Cambodia. Foolishly,
they had ‘even placed their
command headquarters for the
entire war near t‘ne Cambodian
border. COSVN, the intelli-
gence  people  sald it
called. We could pick off the
nerve center of the entive ena-
my war effort in a short cain-
paign and, if not end the war,
at least huy time in which to
prepare the ARVN to fight tha
battles. Nixon believed, and

who can blame him? Tha best’

intelligence  service in
worid was positive.

So the Presinent went on tel-

the

evision to speak of Stalingrad

and the Bulge and other great.

. battles. He told the \mr‘ncan

people their sons were about to
win a victory that would be

7 e

Vietngm, A

Ve flow reconnaissance’

23550 sensitive th'u :

was

R
I
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.
.
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COSVN in detail and then out-.
lined the process wheréby our
troops were going to strroupd

- and capiure great numbers of
the enemy, in an operalion
comparable only to the Gei-
aman  blitzkricy  in Poland,
¥runce, and Lussia.

When -he nest appsared on
television,-  the -
showed us movies highlishling

\the results of the Cambodian
invasion. We had captured
some 1ice and. a fev small
arms. MHe did nol mention
COSVN or enemy troops. A fow
months laler, American intethi-
gwcethoubm it spotted ‘a PVY
camp, 0 we raided North Viet-
nam--and azain came up with
nothing. :

Now comes Laos. Inielli-
geace had finally figured out
thal the stupendous interdie-
tion campaign against the Ho
Chi Minh Trail had not worked.
Stll there was hiope, American
intelligence sources indicated
that the Novth Vietiamesé
were weak, while ARVN was

- growing stronger,
American air supperl, ARVN
could move into Laos and
physically” occupy the (rail,

thus culling the enemy supply |
line completely, The results of -

this latest hlunder are too pain-
ful to discuss.
* s

How could it happen? ‘The
nten involved in- the intelli-
genee process are ot stupid,
the technology they have at
“their  disposal  does  work.
Everyone involved in the sys-.
tem works lon ﬂ, hard hours.
They know that men’s lives de-
pend on the accuracy of the
information they  gather, so
they che¢k and double-check
everything.
ways wrong. -
One factor,
mou to all spying. Men believe
what they waiit to believe—the

classic example Is Jack Kenno-"
dy's belicf in the CIA’s asser-

tion that dhe Cuban peaple
were thoroughly antl-Castro

-+

Prestdent

With a little -

Yet they afe al-.

ol course, Is com-

and would rise vp ag:uns lnrn
at lhe flrst small sign of out-
side s'lpoozl such asalu*"v'
at the Bay ol Pigs.

The more imporlant {actor 1C;
in the bzundost senag political.

.No one, nol even we Amari.,

cais, has yot devised a method
of gathering intelligence that
can operate without the &up-
port of the people. The Datile |

‘ of the Bu[ﬂo could never have

ofcurred in Franee, for exam-
ple, because while Bisenhow-
ei's armics were operating in
France his intelligence was su-
perh. He always knew where’
the Germans were and whal
thw were up to, for the simple.
reason that the Germans cotld
not hide thei’ movements from
the people of France, and the
vast. majorily of Frenchinen
wanted the Allies fo win: Thus
they reported, accurafely and
truthiully, what they saw.
When Iie’s arinies gol to the.
German border, they lost this
advantage, which allowed the
Germans to mount a secret at-
tack.

In & war zone, poople give
information to the side they
vant to win—that is, they
make a political choice. Noth-
ing provides quile so clear or
conclusive an answer to the
question—-whose side is the or-
dinary Vietpamose on?—than
the Iailure of our intellience.
Every time a Vieluamese
peasant tells the truth to the
Viet Cong or lics to the Amevi-
caus, he is casling a vole—ih:
ouly vote that counts. NoJ &
lizence service in thr -~
can operate :aucce;ss\/{}
such a situation, nol svey,

)
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‘ Dor’t Forzaet Chlag. N ;
*" In one respect the Laos invasion differs decisively ‘
from the Cambodian invasion, and the difference makes - ‘ _ _
it far more hazardous. Laos has a common border with STATINTL
Do : - Communist China. Thailand”s northern border is close o
(Fe "~to China——about 80 miles at the nearcst point, or four
' - . minutes in a supersonic fighter. This geography had better
“be taken into account., T T e e
One may doubt that President Nixon is tempcramen-
tally able to acknowledge the Tist's. of a.U.S.-Clina con-
frontation. In 1954, when he was Vice President, e and
‘Admiral Radford wanted to come to the aid of the French
garrison trapped at Dienbienphu, reportedly. with nuclear
. bombs if nccessary. There is no sign that his judgment
“has improved. N
Former U.S. Sen. Wayne Morse, one of America’s most
+ able analysts of foreign policy; said at a recént press con-
ference in San Francisco that Mr. Nixon’s Asian policics,
il unchecked, wiil lcad to an all-out war with China——a
~war, in which th: United States would probably- stand
alone. He pointed out that we do not have the manpower
- for such a war, Experience with non-nuclear bombing .
. indicates that the air arm itself cannot conquer a small '
- country like Laos, much less the giant China. According’
. to Mr. Morse, it was the view of Robert S, MecNamara,
when he was Sccretary of Defense, that not only. acrial
- bombing on a vast scale but also 3 million foot soldiers
“would -be nceded ‘to cope with China, even if nuclear
. ~wcapons were brought to bear. . e e
The Chinese, we know, are cautious. During the Korean °
- War they remained aloof, but as General MacArthur |
.approached the Yalu they sent repeated warnings through
“Indian diplomatic channels, and when these warnings
* were ignored they moved. Man for man, and with equal
weapons, the Chinese foot soldier is at least as formidable
- as the American. Our people are superior technologically:
“from a purely military standpoint, one can only admire
- the agility with which the U.S. Army engincers and other
units reactivated the base at Khesanh. But we had better
‘not take on the- Chinese. - oot ' .
' The risk is that, without intending it, we may be
dragged into such a situation as we abet the South Vict-
namese militarists logistically and with air power in.the ' .
forays into Laos. There arc: understandings, perhaps only
. nebulous at the moment, among the rightist generals of
‘" Cambodia, Laos, South Vietnam and Thailand. "Thai-
" troops are opcrating in Laos now, and if the Ho Chi Minh
“trail” is shilted to the west the Thais may react in ac-
cordance with. their interest which, together with their
opposite numbers in the other'couptries of Indochina
_(with the exception of North Victnam), is to batten on
American aid, The, United States has commitments in _ C .
Thailand, the scope of which is known only in the top /
echclons of the Pentagon, the CTA and the Administra-
tion, The present American incursion into Laos appears
to have been initiated by Thieu and CIA pcople who have
long been operating in Laos. Repeated often -enough, it -
e may have results that arc not.envisoned under the Nixon
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- 2 10,000-na:
drive into Cambodia stpporied
* by United Slates aiv power,

© Asked if the ambergo on wat
" news covered, the

Closkey repiied,

ved For Release 2001103104 tSDIA-RDP80 01601

“BY FRANK ST \T{"{
[w awmown Fur ean Cmm]
- LChicase 'YuY-J 19 l”n!' Savia

- WASHINGTON, Feh. 8- The
six-days news blackout on’al-
lied military cperations in
Souhn-n Taos wﬂl ke - lifted
“relatively socn,” administra-
tion officials said tedey.
~-Meanwhile, the embatgo was
-broadened lo cover repots of
1 South Vielnamese

Cambodia re-
port as well as Lnos, Rebert J.
McCloskey, state depariment
spokesiian, 101)1101, “No cor-

~raent.”

Securily ¥s Tlenson
" Asked if the. depariment s

using “no comuuent” in answer
to questions on wmilitery cpera-
flGi’.‘ in ml of Indochina, le-

“Yes.” Ife ex-
plained taet the reason was one
of scetrily of Amorican and
South Vietnamese froons.
While all admisistration

~ spokesmen continued thelr re-

‘what has Leen ha

'spo!:wsman,

‘guoted the

Soulh

tusdl to dizeuss the wai reporis,
Ronald Ziegler, While House
press seere my, said that vwhen
the embargo is fcd news of
ek

dochina would cr‘ ne from cor-
respondents In Soutlieast Asia.
At the PCntuSCJ, the official
Jerry Iriecheim,
sald the declsion to L the em-

bargo would La 'wd by Gen.
‘Creighlicn Ahrains

, Comm ander

nn_g inIn-|. a1

!
of U. fv forces m South Viet,

Nam, ‘when in his JWT"‘T‘G‘lf
froop security no longer is
threateded.
 No Idea of Drive

While wire service reports
Saigon government
as amnouucing a majer Viet-
namese drive against Cambo-
dian sa“.duamea, Laotian -offi-
cials in Vientiane sald they had.
no indication that the regorted
Viclnamese drive 11.Eo
\Laos had tehen place ‘

'
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© MeCloskey, wes asked it tne Coslition. 1R
re- plans for mass marcies in

Saigon ;,ovmnuc‘nt G n)‘
‘Tease the news of the Indochina
operations when the decision
was mede. He replied -*{hat

¢as 1ot the plan,” but added
that his: 10:1"-1*\0 did not mean

As {he blackout conlinued,

congres: nal . 10.3{11(:'10).15
infrod ucf.‘?n of American
ground fovces. into Ct xmodm

or LdOS would net be vzrﬂ" °d
Disei ""'0\1 Is W.oucl
Thirteeii  liberal con"rev
men, all ]_)fanocmta, sald they
will scek & {hree-howr "discus-
sion on the House floor tomer-
row over “the vrgency of the
present situation in Southeast
Asia and the need for gelliag
all U.S. f
as posvibk :
Sen, Rahert C. Byrd [‘V va, ]
the Demecratic whip, said tnelo
- had been | “Inexcusable bungl-

rees out as q{lickly

" ing” in the handiing of inforra-

tien tending “to diseredit what
scems to rae to be the success-
ful carrying cul of the. Presi-
dent’s Vietnamization program
in South Viet Nam.,” © ..
1(1'\ majority  leader, Sen.
ike Mansfield [2Ment.], wJecL-
ed plolcctm for \.1thu1<.\.11p
Araerican -oxces as a reason
for new American involveruent
in Laos, He said that “we usced
to have ona front [and] now we
have two—-maybe three.”

Defends Blackout

The Republican national
chairman, Reobert J. Dole, de-
fended the hlackout, saying
culty must
be “the paremecunt considera-
tion.”

“f think it's another, case
that’s being blown out of all
vroportion,” Dole said, “F Ivez_)
one {ails to keep cae basic fact
in’ mind-that President Nixon
is gwtmﬂ us out of Southeast
Asia. 8o 1 just nover get very
excited about it.”

Antiwar gro '.p representad
- by the Natienal Peace Action

Bl

that Victwarese officials had fere
broken - the embargo ¥ an-yhe yallies would be peaceful
nouncing the Cambodizn drive.. and cederly, adding,.“Ve leave

T

today " amouncad
Washington and San Frauncisco
April 24 to prolest UM war ju
Indochina.

“Peaceflul anid Ouu,;lJ

"Jerry Gerdon, - speaking for
the N. P. A. €. at a press con-
nce here, emphasized that

“all vi o’.znc‘. to \IJ\on »

B P <
doubt arcse in Congresk,;
despite repeated assuravces by middle-aged
the Nixon administration, that -the Lyccntun Cifice Build ding
on Pd]accnt 1o the White House

‘a -halr dozen
picketed

This mecrning,
Womenn

“with signs reading, “Tell Thc
Truth,” ¢ .nd tlu, Tlﬁc“o

iEn d the War.” '1hr‘y said thny
hed been denied a meeting with
Herhert Klein, the Pr esident’s
director of ro%nuw"ﬁ.“"tions.. .
There were indications that
frustration over the news hlack-
cut was a matter of concern
among administration officials.
.‘\[cC‘omoy sald today the
embargo was possibly one of
toe QL‘LJccts of a late and up-
announced White Heuse meot-
ing  yesterday” belween the
President and his top advisers.
Nixon spent &0 minutes with
tichard Ilebbs, director of the
Central Intelligence Agency;
Defense Secretary Melvin R,
Laird; State Seeratary William
P. RO" vs; Adm,
Mocrer,
chiafs of staff, end Fenry Kis-
singer, Nixon's White House
forelpn affaivs adviser.
1}we Indochina qwsum was
the subject of the conferende,
but a quedticn es'to whethar
any decisions wére taken alse
received a Mo cominzat” from
Ziegler and IcClos!\ey
/wdler said the process. of
(.100)_) withdrawal aimed at a

May is cmfmumrf ‘
Vill Achicve Lovel

the President some timie ago,
il ba achizved,” Ziegler scnd
16 recalled ‘\Tlxon 1ﬂn.31ks in
California that be would have
an anpounceracnt in mid-April
et further troop withdrawals,
and sald that plan was wn-
clianged,

“T e Presidonl’s
from the very oltset was not to
widen tho war, but fo reduce
U. q in volvement in Vict Nam

C 8 stheast Asia? ’ Zinclor

that pu! cy and U*cm 1s no

Thomas!
chiairman of the joint:

level of 234,600 Americans in

“That level, as anusunced by

objective

STATINTL
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’\V&"'U\G'lO\T -~ The  news
blackout, on .American operations
along thic umca] horder region. in
Indochina. d\)pnl(‘nd) will be lifted
today. or T"ncmympuhapb mcucalmo
the orowtlon ig over,
"Nix Administration officials’
would de Wednezday on]\ that the

dmlo:,ure would come ”1@]4t1\01\
Reliable comw* intetpreted

soon.”
Jhis toangan no ]atel tian l'udn
~.Qen. (‘z“ vhfon W, Abrams, tm

in Victnam,
imposed the blackout ¥Friday when
'he swore Awmerican reporters on the’
-seene to-indefinite silence, Fighting
began then, it was undel\tnod ‘in
tho nor t}l\\'C\t corner of South Viet-

nam, at a point where "Laos "and
\'mlh and So,u,th, \'ietnam. come
O”CUkI K ‘

- \Tot (le.u on J‘l”’t‘t

- Tt was not clear, however, whether

thc principal hu‘g t was North Viet
namese sanctuaries -ingide T.aos ov
whether this operation. was a feint—-
‘a diversion to distract the enemy
while the main assault was made
against similar sanctuarics in Cam-
bodu., the same serics of main-force
‘bases swept by U.S, and South Viet-
namese troops last cpzmv

This time, informants said, 253, OOO

South \,mtndmebg ware masscd at
the hovder, Mth 9,000 Am m‘icans at
theiv rear.

. The U.8. troops were clcatmg and
holduw Route 9 and- 1._(1ct1\dlm"
Khe Sanh as a forwar d base.

Roule 9 is a main artery, running

flom thc Soutn China Sea \§cst

L
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“was made clear, however:

-keep open his

LOG ‘*‘1\8 '
through South \m(u s 1 Cfb;’iia

(now tlwc Ist military district) par al
lel to the dewilitarized zone. i

. The roulc passes - Khe Sanh—
\\J.oxc 5,000 U.S. marines held off
40,000 - Nodh ¥ fetnamése  before
abandomn"f it tmc \Lﬂlb ago-—and
CIOQ:OO 1]110 l.aos chone anrl he-.
yond. -

In Was hmﬂ{on, spono men et the
White House, State Departinent and
Pentagon replied "ho comment® to
\nLu.hy every questioh. One point
no Ameri-
can ground troops would cross into
either Lans or Cambodi ta, an action
specifically plolumtea b) C.Dn”lebb

O

Weather ‘Ia'npcls Bomhars

Some bhad weather —- rain, fog,

-poor \'i\ihilit\'-—-h.xm'pmLd American

bombers and helicopters supporting
the South Vietnamese forces, it was
understood. Bul a chicf reason for
the long news blackout-—-already six
duys old, comparcd with only twa
days during the 1962 Cuban mis
crisis—was that Abrams wanfed to
options, it was sald.
When the Cambodian sanctuarics
were struck last April, U.S, troops °
were the spearhead against 1\oxt11
Vietnamese units anuddy pulling
out of their hascs s along the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, This time, tht North
Vietnamese were moving in---an es-
timated 30,000 to 60,000 in the last
four months—and the whole job of
attacking them was up ta tre‘ South
v 1etmmc:e ,
Abrams W"m[r*d to sce how the
clearing-out of T Corps went befora

’

AT 016

gile’

commlumff cm soulh V ict--

ramese, 1L was undel \tood
Also, it could be speculated’

. that, by kicking up a fuss

and mdvcatm'f his main
thrust would be at the La-

11110111%11(
° Tho-

Cenlral’

“the
CAgeney, and Adm,
mas M. Moover, Lhanman :
of the Joint (hLef) of Staff,

On
mernher

Capnol 11ill, koy
s of Congress beat

otian bases, he sought to 5 tattoo ol complamts

“drawn off en wemy defend- |
“ers from bases in Cambo-
dia, his No. 1 {arget.-
From Saigen Wednob-
day came. xepmt\ that,_
South, Vietnamese troops,
covercd by U.S. aireraft, -
had brwun a drive abam\t

Cam b 0 dia nsanctuari 1es,

South '\’tctnamccc sources
were quoted as saying it
involved 10,000 of their
troops. n \"aChm"ton of-
ficials had no commonl
One sowrce indicated,

*howeved, that the size of

the operation ma) be
smaller than \ou»c ~in
Vietnam' indicated '— on
the order of a large-scale,

 hit-and-run guerrilla raid.

The idea seemed ' to be to
go-in, chop up the enemy
and <pod his bases, zll]fl
run for home.

The philozophy hehmd
the mctunon, it was Te-
" porled, js the same as tnat
of lasl epring's: as U.S
Lroops continue to with--
draw’ from Vielnam the
enemy may be tempted. to
strike in force from Lao-
tian or .Canibodian sanc-
tuauox strung along the ;

i against the news blackout,
whlch Jeft them ag much
* in the dark as the rest of

the public. .

Sﬂnatn Democratic lead.’
er Mike Mansfield of Mon-
tana was particularly in-
dignant that wnat news
thcze was . was  coming

from foreizn ‘SOU'LCP.S"—LU
pan's Ky odr) news ageney .
and the Soviel Union's
Tasg and L,. ema His Sea-

ate aide, Democ dtlc \\ hip
Robert C. Byrd West
Virginia, added, "The enc-
my may know more about -
what we are doing that
-our own pcopTe ]\now !

- Others complaining
" about the mysterious oper-
ation included Democratic
~ National Chairman Law-
" rence I, O'Brien, who de-
cried what he CdULd "bla-
tan{. news censorship,”
~and Chnnman J. Wllllam
G ulbright (D-Ark.) of the

(;L

i
r
1
l

South Vietnamese L01 der, -

It is only prudent, there-
fore, to puch ther off- ba-~
lance with a pre-cmptive
altack, to knock them reel-
ing so they are incapable
of Lmnchmff a meaningful
offensive. . - e
The timing is important,
too. The Aclmmntmtxon
said the Cambodian opéra-
tion in Aplll May - June
bounh { six rnonths of time,
dmm'f which the enemy
could” launch vo hig ‘as-

*ault, * Six months - lme
Jbassed, - . e
. Nixon I\'oe(mt’

Puudcnt Nixon,” who

held an un\checmled mect- .

Senate Foreign Reldtions
(ommxttoe Sen. Frank
Church (D [da.), Sen. Ed-
mund S, Muski (D- Me.), '

Iand 12 liberal Democratic
members of the Housze,
who said they would talk
“for three’ hours on the
‘floor tloday against the

: \\ ar.

ing at tlm While . House

Tuesday night w ith'top se-
curity au.es, consulted

t hroug chout W, ednesday *

~with Hemy A, Kisstigery

his foreigh policy adviser,

J\R»mmr was at the Tues-
day session, along with Se-
cretary of Slate William P,

Defense of the A_dmlms-
“{ration came from Kepub-
hcan National Chairman

oberl J. Dole,” who said-
lempouuy cer 'I\Olbh]p was
worth  saving - American
lives, and Senate Republi-
can leader Hugh Sr“ott of
Pennsylv ania,

The Soviet Unlon
through Tass and lzvestm
arcmcd the United Statob
of- aljmcd intrusion- An,
Laos" by "a considerable

number of Saigon -troops -

kuppmtcd by U.S. armed
forces." Again, in Wash-
ington, the 1cp1y was! "No
commcnt "

DF580~016M R000300170027-5

fense NMelvin R, Laird, Di-
:mctov Ric h ard €. Melnis of

V4
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“invasion” plans.
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By Murrey Mavder
7 Washlugton Post Stafl Writer
"The Nixon adminisiration
was put on nolice yesterday
that it faecs s most scvcre
‘ereditbilify challenge over the

extraordinary  six-day  Indo-
china news Dblackout that

ended carly this morning.
Administration officialé had
texpressed that thul
mllltaly (‘\1)1{(11{1[‘011& will
“overcome

hope

‘thc challc.nvo in
the “ake of lll‘mrf the news

-Jembe 1‘”0 _ ) S

There is no ccrtamt\ how-
ever, that any military mtJon-
ale mll allay all the alarm and

Jeriticisin aroused by one of the

strangest episodes of the war.
For nearly a week the na-
tion and the world were
exposed to coOnfusion and
speculatioh about U.S. inten-
tions througzhout Indochina,
While American newsmen in
South Vietnam were muflfied
by the militery embargo, the
South Victnamese press, the’
Polish  delegation In Saigon,
the world Communist press
and the press of other nations
were freely discussing U.S.

ohert C. Byrd -
W.¥a), Assistent Democratic
Leader in the Senate and a
longtime - supporier of “U,S.
policy in Victnam, accused
the administration yesterday
of “inexcusable bungling.”
Byrd charged the admmls-
tration with creating “an en-
ti1ely uunecessary credibility
glp that gencrates “confu-

Sen.

sion and disbelief” = -
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He told {he Sonate hie was
well aware that military op-
erations must be conducted

“in a way to deny information

to the enemy. “But in this in-
stance,” said Byrd, “it scems

i likely {hat the encmy may

know more about what we' are
doing than owr own pcople

+ know.”

“It seems to me,” said Byrd,
“that ithere has been inexeus-
able bungling in the handling
of information which normally

“should De given o concerned

members of Congress and in
the dissemination of news to
the public.”

Byrd protested that “it is

 being sald that the most au-f

thoriative sources of informa-
tion on the cwrent situation
in South Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia are Izvestia, the
Russian newspaper, and a Jap-
anese news service. This is in-
credible.” -

Senate  Majority  Teader
Mike Mansficld (Mont.) simi-
larly told newsmen, “I dis-
like gelting my information
from the Russians, {he ¥rench
and the Japancs\..”

Sen. Bdmund S. Muskie (D-
Maine), commenting on the
disclosure of the new South
Vietnamese (hi'\ e in Cambodia,
prowested el when  Secre-
tary of State Willlam P.

.Senale

,.'4

e

RISF004601

Rogoers apmmcd hefore” 1
Foreign  Relations
Committee 1ast week “he gave
us no clues as to.the com-
mencement of this kind of
action.” DMuskie sdid the ad-
ministration *is undermining
its potential support in Con-
gress—and seriously so.”

In defense of the adimnini-
stration, Sen. Robert . Grif-
fin (Mich.), deputy Republi-
can leader in the Senate, main-if
{ained that secrccy was re-
quired "{o protect tlie safely
of U.S. troops. He appealed to
Congress “to be a httlo pa-
tient.” .

At the Penta‘gon, spokesman
Ferry W. ¥riedheim fold pro-
testing newsmen: .

“If we al any point have to
sacrifice immediate or instant
credibilily to protect the safe-
ty and sceurity of troops, then
the safely and security OL
troops will prevail.”

Even administration officials
in Washington conceded yes-
terday, however, that the news
embargo - had spwnd beyond|g
their expectations-—Dblacking
out not only news concerning
Laos and Sauth Vietnam, bhut
the Cambodian operation by
Seuth Vietnamesc troops
which was belu(cdly 'cknow]-
=dged yesicrday. )

The embargo
out, at the timhe it was taking

place, a'White House strategy

also Dlacked

naochine

o
afternoon. Fress
retary Ronald 1. Zicgler
yesterday that parlticipants in-

ntecling
Tuesday See-

said

cluded Rogers; Defense Socre-
tary Melvin R.; Laird; Adm,
Thomas H. Moarer, chairnian
of the Joint ‘Chiefs of Staff;
Richard Helms, director of the
Cenfral Intelligence Agencey,;
Henry A. Kissinger, presiden-
tial adviser on sceurity affairs,
and Ellsworth Bunker, U.S.
ambassador to South Vielnam,
The President also met sev-
cral times yesterday with XKis-
ginger and other members of
his staff, Zicgler said. :

erations, many officials pri-
vately -were troubled by it
They were concerned i{hat it
would create far more dam-
age than ‘security benefits,
throwing into doubt the ad-
ministration’s overall inten-
tions in Indochina. The re-

made by Gen. Creighton W,
Abrams, U.S. comm’mder
Saigon, officials said, and the
administration concurred in
the belief it could overcome

ibility.
The Nixon administration
came fo olfice pledging it
would never {all
credibility gap that plagued
the Johnson

officials of fhe present ad-
ministration privately
said. they recognize it is eox-
posed to double sensitivilies

in

any. resulting damage to cred-

. From the ouisct of the news '
embargo on the Indochina op-‘

quest fovr the embargo was”

into the,

‘ adminisiration:
and helped drive that admin-;

istration out of ‘office. Many

have .

because of that yecent history.



